Dear Marianne Faithfull,

       We are interested to see that you are giving a concert in Israel on 
International Women's Day. We are musicians who have made the decision 
not to perform in Israel while it occupies Palestinian lands and denies 
Palestinians their human rights and their national aspirations.

       Israel's occupation, as you know, has endured now for over 40 years, 
growing more repressive by the year. It is an occupation that gobbles 
up Palestinian land to build illegal settlements and settlers-only 
roads. It is an occupation that steals water - 80% of the West Bank's 
water is taken by Israel so that the settlers on their hilltops can 
water their lawns and fill their swimming pools while in the villages 
below Palestinians  have no running water.  It is an occupation that 
kills, tortures, humiliates, imprisons men, women and children without 
charge or trial, bulldozes houses, herds Palestinians into walled 
ghettos and, through checkpoints, roadblocks, the Separation  Barrier 
and an apartheid-like pass system, prevents Palestinians from going to 
work, children from going to school, farmers from harvesting their 
crops, pregnant women and the critically ill from reaching hospital.  
Of course, no Palestinians from the West Bank or Gaza will be allowed 
to attend your concert.

       While you are in Israel, we hope you will find time to visit the West 
Bank - Bethlehem, perhaps, where you will see how the Wall is 
strangling the life out of the city.  Or Hebron, where 400 fanatical 
settlers are given free rein to terrorise the 160,000 Palestinian 
population, attacking and beating them, destroying their property, 
poisoning their sheep. This is occupation.

       It is an easy trip to go to Ma'ale Adumim, the large illegal 
settlement to the east of Jerusalem which effectively cuts the West 
Bank in two. There in the main street you will see a row of ancient 
olive trees, every one of them uprooted from Palestinian farmland. Over 
800,000 olive trees have been destroyed or stolen by the Israeli army 
and the settlers. This is occupation.

       You will not, of course, be able to visit Gaza which Israel is 
currently blockading, a collective punishment that deprives a million 
and a half Palestinians of essential food, medicines, power and clean 
water. This, too, is occupation.

       In this context, we hope that you will find an opportunity during 
your concert to express solidarity with Palestinians under siege and 
under occupation. In this way, you would also be expressing solidarity 
with those Israeli groups - like Gush Shalom, B'tselem (the Israeli 
Human Rights Organisation), Rabbis for Human Rights, Israeli Committee 
Against House Demolitions,  Bat Shalom, Anarchists Against the Wall, 
Ta'ayush, the refuseniks and the shministim - which have an honourable 
record in opposing their government's human rights abuses and 
violations of international law and UN resolutions.
         
