Why I support the Boycott:

Open Letter to a colleague on the Jerusalem Post

from Prof Haim Bresheeth

Dear ….

You asked me about the meeting (the press launch of the BRICUP pamphlet) and how it went, and I am happy to say that it went very well, and met with good comments from all present. It is a pity you could not attend, as we would very much welcome your questions and comments. There were some thirty people present, mainly journalists, authors and members of parliament. It was said by one MP that the meeting would have attracted a higher number of MPs, but for the fact that the local elections are due later this week; I have no way of telling if she is right. To your question about why I support the Boycott, my answer is simple: I feel there is no way now for a political solution to the conflict, which will originate from the Israeli side, and will be just towards the Palestinians. After 40 years of brutal and unjust occupation, one which managed not only to oppress the Palestinians enormously, but was also successful in brutalising Israeli society, and brought about a level of political opportunism which has been corrosive for the health of the region, and of Israel itself, not to mention Palestine. 

You may well disagree with me, but in examining the current Israeli leadership and its policies, I see unique ineptness, inability to govern, or to take the courageous decisions which are needed in order to achieve peace in our lifetime. Apart from the moral and legal aspects of the deep political decline which Israel is undergoing, I would like to mention the 'mad dog' policies which led to the fateful and criminal attack on Lebanon last year, and achieved nothing but massive carnage and destruction on scale not seen before. Even the commission appointed by the Israeli PM has determined that his leadership of this war, and the very decision to wage it, as at best inept and lacking rhyme or reason. What the Winograd commission has not pointed out, is as important as what it did: the fact that not only did the war not achieved its declared aims, but that it has proven again that Israel as a state and as a society cannot be considered part of the civilised world - having for four decades refused to honour all UN resolutions calling for withdrawal from the occupied territories, and having defied the various Geneva conventions which forbid the settlement or annexation of occupied land (not to mention all the other atrocities you do not need me to remind you of) - it has now taken upon itself the destruction of whole countries in its demented search for extra-judicial 'justice', a travesty it has for years employed in the occupied territories.
What are people like me, who believe in the indivisibility of justice, peace, and security, have to expect of the Israeli government in the way of resolving the conflict, after four decades of obstruction, obfuscation, murder and torture? Has all this led to peace, security and justice? Is the biggest Apartheid Wall going to lead to peace or security? I believe the time for waiting is long over. Israel has now taken a seat alongside the despised Apartheid South Africa, and became a fully-fledged pariah state, behaving like one. As an Israeli, this saddens me greatly, and I consider the fact that our leaders are so inept and politically corrupt a tragedy of immense proportions. In the end, it is the Palestinian people we have to live with in this small and painful land, a land we must share with justice, or know that we will forego justice, peace and security... It is painful to be in this position - to argue for a boycott of your home country. It was also painful for the Anti-Apartheid activists, no doubt. But they had a crucial goal - to bring about the end of Apartheid, and we have a similar goal - to bring about a normalisation of the Middle East, an end to conflict and occupation, based on a just settlement for all. To those who say that a Boycott is unjust, let me say that 40 years of brutal occupation is the real injustice we should be considering. To those who worry about boycotts harming academic freedom and research, let us say that Israel and its occupation have denied any freedom, not just academic freedom, to all Palestinians. Boycotts are weapons of the weak, military occupations the means of the mighty. A boycott will not kill, maim or destroy a single life, house, road or tree, like the Israeli army is used to doing on a daily basis; a boycott may achieve a focussing of civic energies within western societies, putting Palestine and its fate on the political and public agenda. Such a change is a crucial part of a transformation of the international scene, leading, if necessary, to sanctions against Israel, which I believe may be the only way the conflict will now be resolved.
Finally, the most important reason why I support the boycott is personal: I wish to see a future Israel which is not a pariah state, which is not despised everywhere, which does not start destructive wars all around, and which respects international law and normally agreed standards of behaviour.  I wish to be able to live in peace with the very people whose country we have taken by force, and whose life we have destroyed. If it is possible in South Africa, or Ireland; why not in the Middle East? I believe it is.
Israel left to its own devices will never allow real peace - all the evidence points out in that direction. If you wish our future to be a humane one, you may join us in our attempt to bring sanity back to the Middle East.

I hope that this gives you some idea why we have instigated this action. I have no doubt that the well-oiled machinery of Israeli propaganda will besmirch and vilify us, but are they really capable of having a reasoned argument with us, instead? Will you be prepared, for example, to publish my email in its entirety, without the usual snide comments and the type of editing which destroys every word I have written?
Prof. Haim Bresheeth
PS Please feel free to phone me, using the numbers I provided in my last email to you. I ask that you do not share those numbers with other people, though.
 ________________________________
