Ilan Pappe (LRB 15 December) concludes that Israel needs a greater revolution than the election of former Moroccan Jew,
 Amir Peretz as Labour Party leader and suggests that ‘only one option remains: strong international pressure, of the kind that was directed against apartheid South Africa in the form of sanctions, boycotts and disinvestments’. In fact, such international pressure is growing. Across the world, but particularly in North America and Europe, human rights organisations, the churches and other groups are now calling for and adopting such forms of sanctions and are increasingly critical of their own governments’ failure to address effectively the decades of illegal Israeli occupation and the suppression of the civil and human rights of Palestinians. Certainly, in the UK, the boycott and disinvestments movement is growing. The more specific academic boycott of Israeli universities for their failure to condemn the occupation (and in many cases their active support for it) – adopted by the Council of the Association of University Teachers (AUT) before being overturned at a specially convened meeting – is still very much on the agenda. 

Such an external movement will be much more effective if it gains the support of Jews outside Israel and is linked to a groundswell of active opposition from within.  There can be little doubt that the Palestinians as a whole welcome such a movement from outside – after all it is largely in response to a call from Palestinian civil society that the AUT academic boycott was initiated. What is needed now is for those Jews and Israelis (from whatever social background) who seek genuine non-violent alternatives and oppose the bankrupt policies of successive Israeli governments - recognising that they lead only to further decades of conflict and violence - to speak out, condemn the occupation and seek to transform the outlook and the behaviour of Israeli society as a whole as well as of their government. Academic colleagues in Israeli universities should also be seeking, not to defend unacceptable policy and practice on the part of their own institutions, but to transform them.
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� The Moroccan Jews are among the most socially and economically disadvantaged of all Mizrahim Israelis. 





