Resolution: Palestine/Israel academic relations

This branch notes:

· continuing illegal occupation of Palestinian land by Israel;

· systematic efforts by Israel to disrupt Palestinian economic and social life;

· denial of Palestinians’ basic rights, notably the right to free movement and to academic freedom;

· imposition of ethnic separatism, as expressed by Israel’s apartheid wall.

The branch notes in particular:

· the continuing crisis of Palestinian schools, colleges and universities under occupation;

· disruption of university life by military intervention, closures, checkpoints and invasions;

· involvement of Israeli academic institutions in activities which aid and abet the occupation and its impacts on Palestinian educational life, including:

· operation of campuses on occupied land;

· logistical support for military activities and illegal settlements;

· research into means of facilitating occupation and ethnic separatism.

The branch affirms its solidarity with Palestinian academics and students confronted by these difficulties and notes their requests to academics abroad to consider relations with Israeli institutions. It resolves:

1. To liaise with the Students Union in activities to support Palestinian academics and students. 

2. To establish a “twinning” agreement with a Palestinian university, with the aim of exchanging information and personnel between the two institutions.

3. To establish a group of branch members charged to investigate options for 1 and 2 above, and to provide the branch with information about Palestinian and Israeli universities.

4. To encourage members invited to collaborate with Israeli academic institutions to satisfy themselves as to the policies of those institutions in relation to the occupation. 
The branch recommends that, in the case of evidence of such involvement,
members should not:

· engage in research collaborations;

· accept appointments as external examiners or research supervisors;

· attend seminars, workshops, conferences or exhibitions;

· submit materials or referee papers for institutionally based publications;

· otherwise endorse or encourage activities by Israeli institutions which help to perpetuate the occupation.  

The branch resolves to forward this motion to NATFHE Region with a view to recommending similar action at other universities in the region and within NATFHE nationally.

