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Inaugural PSA Conference  
 

RE-IMAGINING IDENTITY: NEW DIRECTIONS 
IN POSTCOLONIAL STUDIES  6 - 8 MAY 2009  

Waterford Institute of Technology, Ireland  

The inaugural PSA conference was a re-
sounding success. The highly engaging key 
notes by Professors Bill Ashcroft, Neil Lazarus 
and Declan Kibard, along with the number of 
the delegates and attendants, the seamless 
organisation, the enthusiasm and lively discus-
sion, all combined to make the first PSA con-
ference an intellectually charged experience. It 
successfully brought together many discipli-
nary perspectives and paved the way for new 
and exciting directions in Postcolonial Studies. 
We are currently preparing for a special issue 
on the conference in collaboration with the 
Conference Team, with news, impressions, 
responses to the key notes and photos of the 
conference, which will be sent out to you 
shortly; it will also be downloadable from the 
PSA website. We would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Christine, Gerri and Asia for all 
the countless hours of hard work they have 
contributed to ensuring the success of the 
conference. 
  This issue features information from BRICUP 
(British Committee for the Universities of Pal-
estine), an organisation which encourages 
British academics to remain conscious of the 
continuing conflict in the Middle East. Our aim 
is to offer information which situ-
ates postcolonial studies within contemporary 
political and social contexts, and initiate dis-
cussion. We encourage members to get in 
touch with us with responses to the piece, and 
also similar information that might broaden the 
political and intellectual commitments under-

pinning our collective work. This issue also 
features an  Interview with Ayo Ojeniyi , the 
managing director of Heinemann Nigeria by 
our web-officer Asia Zgadzaj, and a detailed 
conference report from a conference held at 
SOAS, Others Within and Without: Mus-
lims, Jews and European Identity . The fea-
tured postcolonial group for this issue is Man-
chester , and we have also received reports 
from Oxford and Kent. In the PSA committee 
section, we have a report from the Constitu-
tion Committee  and also news from the 
PSAôs Working Group on Affiliations . It is 
our hope that these last two reports will offer 
members a greater sense of the increasing 
professional visibility of our organisation. In 
the recent publications section, we are 
also delighted to feature a book review of 
Elleke Boehmerôs latest novel Nile Baby , by 
Derek Attridge. 
   This is the last issue for the first year of the 
PSA. We are most grateful for those who so 
readily responded to our requests for materi-
als, and also thank you very much to you all 
for reading our newsletters. We wish to make 
the newsletter more exciting and viable as a 
forum for Postcolonial Studies, and we wel-
come your suggestions and views on the 
newsletter, as well as any news you would like 
us to feature. The renewal of annual  member-
ship fees is due next September. We wish you 
all a nice summer vacation. 
 

Kaori Nagai and Lucienne Loh  

(Newsletter Editors )  

A scene from the inaugural 
PSA conference: Q&As    
following Bill Ashcroftôs key-
note speech  
 [Photo: Asia Zgadzaj]  



 

Inspired by Robert Young's definition of Postcolonial Studies 
as ódeveloping the driving ideas of a political practice morally com-
mitted to transforming the conditions of exploitation and poverty in 

which large sections of the world's population live out their daily livesô [Postcolonialism: A Very Short Introduction (OUP, 2003), 
p. 6], óPostcolonialism Todayô aims to create a forum to situate postcolonial studies ï both as intellectual and political endeav-
ours ï within contemporary contexts. In this issue, Mike Cushman offers information about BRICUP and the reasons for a boy-
cott against Israeli universities given the continued persecution of the Palestinian people. The editors encourage views and 
opinions on this article; please direct your comments to the editors via email. 

The British Committee for 

the Universities of Palestine  

(BRICUP)  

 
 

By Mike Cushman  
 

 

The British Committee for the Universities of Palestine was 

established in 2004 to respond to the call from Palestine 

for an academic boycott of Israel.1  This call, issued by the 

Palestinian Academic Cultural Boycott Initiative (PACBI), has 

been endorsed by every major NGO and trade union federa-

tion in the occupied territories. The call followed the 2002 

mobilisation calling for a moratorium on EU and European 

Science Foundation funding of research in Israel. The im-

mediate stimulus to that call was Israelõs military re-

occupation of the West Bank and the closure of West Bank 

Universities. 

 

The BRICUP boycott call is specific: it is aimed at institu-

tions not individuals. 

 

1. Refusing research collaborations with Israeli insti-

tutions  or to referee papers or grant applications 

issuing from such institutions 
 

2. Refusing to attend academic conferences in Israel 
 

3. Supporting Israeli academic colleagues working 

with Palestinian colleagues in their demand for self

-determination and academic freedom 
 

4. Work within our trades unions and professional 

organisations in support of such actions 

 

Israelõs universities are deeply complicit in the occupation 

of Palestinian Territory, the settler project and the systemic 

racism of Israeli society. The complicity is through the sup-

port the universities give to the Israeli military, the research 

they do on arms and the technologies of occupation and on 

the ideological legitimation of the forms of Israeli society 

and governance.2 

     BRICUP also plays a major role in the organisation of the 

medical and cultural boycotts of Israel. The focus of the 

medical boycott is in exposing the links between the Israeli 

Medical Association and the army and the IMAõs condoning 

of unethical behaviour such as the use of torture and the 

prevention of many Palestinians from obtaining medical 

treatment, often in life threatening situations. A recent ac-

tivity has been a letter signed by over 700 doctors from 

over 40 countries contesting the appointment of Yoram 

Blachar, longstanding President of the Israeli Medical Asso-

ciation, as President of the World Medical Association.3 

     The cultural boycott is currently involved in trying to per-

suade Leonard Cohen not to conclude his current world tour 

with a concert in Tel Aviv. We have been told privately that 

Cohen believes his visit will support peace efforts and is not 

a repeat of his 1973 visit when he played for the Israeli 

Army during the Yom Kippur war and was an unashamed 

supporter of Israeli military adventurism. However not only 

does this not justify breaking the boycott, there is still noth-

ing on the public record by Cohen distancing him from occu-

pation and oppression.4 

     BRICUP organised a protest against Israeli Days of Sci-

ence in London and Manchester Science Museums earlier 

this year.5 This campaign attracted wide interest by British 

newspaper and broadcast media and was reported round 

the world. The effect of this was so great that the director of 

AIPAC (the American Israel Political Action Committee, the 

immensely powerful pro-Israel lobbying group that exercises 

a dangerous level of influence over the US Congress) cited 

it as a leading example of the gathering worldwide storm of 

the condemnation of Israelõs actions.6 

     BRICUP is actively engaged in trying to halt the expan-
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1. http://www.pacbi.org/etemplate.php?id=869  

2. http://www.bricup.org.uk/documents/ israel_unis/

complicity.pdf  

3. http://www.bricup.org.uk/documents/medical/

BlacharWMA.pdf  

4. http://www.bricup.org.uk/index.html#lcohen 

5. http://www.bricup.org.uk/index.html#science 

6. http://odsg.org/co/index.php/bds-qboycott-apartheid-

israelq/1329-aipac-executive-director-fears-the-growing-

movement-to-sanction-israel-could-fundamentally-change-

us.html 

7. http://www.bricup.org.uk/documents/LeonardCohenIsr.pdf  

8. http://www.bdsmovement.net/  

sion of EU research links with Israel through the European 

Research area. Along with other groups in the UK and across 

Europe we have been successful in halting the recent pro-

posed expansion of research and trade links. 

    While this is a major focus of BRICUPõs work there are also 

efforts to support the work of Palestinian Universities, by fos-

tering joint research with UK universities and supporting twin-

ning arrangements between Palestinian and UK establish-

ments. BRICUP wishes to support the sharing of UK teaching 

expertise and resources with Palestine through video linked 

teaching, particularly with universities in Gaza. Gaza universi-

ties have had their access to teaching resources strangled by 

the blockade and much of what little there is was destroyed 

by bombing and shelling during the invasion earlier this year. 

    While in its early years BRICUP was the only national or-

ganisation campaigning for an academic boycott its example 

is now being copied in many other countries. We have seen 

increasing powerful calls for academic boycott on both 

coasts of the USA, in Canada, France, Spain, Scandinavia, 

South Africa, Ireland, Australia and elsewhere. The minority 

of Israeli academics who support the boycott call are now 

becoming emboldened by the tide of International support 

and are becoming much more public in their calls for boy-

cott.7 

     Much of BRICUPõs activity has been within the Universities 

and Colleges Union and the UCU has been the object of a 

sustained legal campaign by Israelõs apologists to try to pre-

vent debate on boycott. Despite this motions have been 

passed at the first two congresses of UCU in 2007 and 2008. 

At the time of writing the freedom to debate these issues at 

the 2009 congress is being sought. The legal threats by 

those who seek to defend UCU by bankrupting it have be-

come labyrinthine. The focus the resolutions in 2008 was 

Arial College (the College of Judea and Samaria). Arial was 

set up in Arial settlement, a settlement illegal under interna-

tional law as part of an explicit programme to support expan-

sionist settler activity ð the college is controversial even in 

Israel as it has been sponsored not by the Ministry of Higher 

Education but by the Ministry of Defence. The apologists 

have tried to use UK law to get non-violent civil society action 

against illegal activity declared illegal. 

    While the supporters of settlement and occupation have 

been concentrating their anger against UCU many other UK 

unions have been joining other unions worldwide declaring 

for the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) campaign 

against Israel.8  Among others Unison, Unite, Fire Brigades 

unions and the Scottish and Irish TUCs have passed pro-BDS 

motions. 

     BRICUP identify with the wider BDS movement in Britain 

and have close links with the Palestine Solidarity Campaign, 

the BIG (Boycott Israeli Goods) campaign, J-BIG (Jews for Boy-

cotting) Israeli Goods) and the Architects and Planners cam-

paign.  

     You can learn more about BRICUP in ôWhy Boycott Israeli 

Universitiesõ Ã5.00 in p&p from BRICUP, BM BRICUP, Lon-

don, WC1N 3XX, UK.  You can join the BRICUP supporterõs list 

by sending an e-mail to supporters@bricup.org.uk. If you work 

at a university or college could you include your institution 

and the post you hold.   

    You can request a speaker from speakers@bricup.org.uk   
 

          

        BRICUP Webpage:   http://www.bricup.org.uk/ 
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The Indian Ocean: Narratives in Literature and Law is 

funded by the AHRC Landscape and Environment Pro-

gramme and located in English, School of Humanities, 

University of Southampton in collaboration with the English 

department at the Open University. The project looks at 

how the Indian Ocean has been represented in literary and 

legal texts from the sixteenth century to the present. One 

of the outputs of the project will be a Reader/Anthology 

that introduces excerpts from definitive narratives of the 

Indian Ocean. It will collect together European literary 

works like Camões's Lusiads (1572) and Paul et Virginie 

(1787), as well as texts produced from within the lands 

and islands of the Indian Ocean from Ibn Majid's The Book 

of Profitable Things (1490) to works by recent postcolonial 

writers. 

      We take this opportunity to invite (1) scholars to pro-

pose texts they consider crucial to such a collection, and 

to write 500-1000 word introductions to the extracts and 

(2) submissions of books for review in a special issue of 

Wasafiri on "Indian Oceans", to be published in early 

2011. Please contact Dr Prem Poddar via email: 

P.K.Poddar@soton.ac.uk .    
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Ayo, thank you so much for agreeing to participate in the inter-

view. You have been working with HEBN Publishers Plc since 

1976. Could you please tell us how did you decide to work at 

HEBN Publishers and why this company? 
 

Re-joining Heinemann Educational Books (Nigeria) Ltd (now 

HEBN Publishers Plc) in 1976, was to me like a òsecond mis-

sionary journeyó. I first joined Heinemann Nigeria in December 

1969 as a clerk, immediately after leaving the grammar school. 

This gave me the opportunity to be surrounded by prominent 

African Writers Series (AWS) and science books, among other 

Heinemann UK books. And this aroused my keen interest in 

books generally. Indeed, I studied some Heinemann UK science 

revision books to pass the university entrance examination. 

After my university education followed by one-year national 

youth service, and brief stints at teaching in a grammar school 

and research in a forestry research institute, I re-joined Heine-

mann as Editor-in-Training in 1976 to further pursue my inter-

est in, and to produce, educational and general books for oth-

ers. 

 

How much has the company changed in the course of 33 

years? 
 

There have been changes in name, ownership, scope of pub-

lishing with local books dominant, marketing focus, internal 

structure, etc. One can in fact consider the changes from two 

angles which are in tune with new technologies and publishing 

business strategies. For instance, our name was changed from 

Heinemann Educational Books to HEBN Publishers Plc in 2006. 

This was brought about by the divestment of Heinemann UK 

which was bought over by Harcourt Education which, in turn, 

has now been acquired by Pearson Education. 

    We have published an enviable collection of titles which span 

all levels of education-nursery, primary, secondary and tertiary. 

Some of our primary and secondary school textbooks are promi-

nent on the recommended booklists of many States in the 

country. We also have books on contemporary socio-political 

and economic issues that supplement the examination oriented 

texts. Furthermore, we have developed a home-grown literary 

series, HEBN Frontline Series which complements African Writ-

ers Series and is designed mainly for new writings and new 

writers in Africa.  

       We have participated in many government-sponsored and 

World Bank-assisted book supplies, including the World Bank 

Primary Education Project II, in collaboration with the Universal 

Basic Education Commission, for the procurement of some 2 

million local and foreign supplementary readers and library 

books from Nigeria, Ghana, Cote DõIvoire, Kenya, Uganda, 

South Africa, Europe, the US, etc., and distribution to 1,110 

focus primary schools in the country.  

      As a way of diversification, and to reinforce teaching and 

learning, we are agents of some British and South African 

manufacturers for the distribution of early learning kits and non

-book instructional materials at primary and junior secondary 

school levels. In the area of technology, we have had no choice 

but to change so as to remain relevant. Our pre-press unit is 

equipped with modern facilities, and our production and ac-

counting workflow is digital. We also have a vibrant website.   

    In sum, our vision is ð  to be the leading publishing firm 

with innovation, and providing high quality books and other 

instructional materials and an excellent distribution system 

of global standards. Our goal has been and is still to produce 

books written, edited, designed, printed and packaged by 

mostly Nigerians and distributed in Nigeria and elsewhere. 
 

What were the biggest challenges for HEBN Publishers at the 

beginning when it was established in 1969? 

As a brief background information, Heinemann Educational 

Books was established in Nigeria as a sales outlet of Heine-

mann Educational Books, UK in 1962. The company has 

been built from the start and when it was incorporated in 

Nigeria in 1969 by an all-Nigerian staff. 

     In 1972 with the Indigenisation Decree, the company 

 

Ayo Ojeniyi,  
BSc, MBA  

 

Managing Director/ Chief 
Executive HEBN Publish-
ers Plc, Nigeria.  
 
 
 

An accomplished publisher, he attended the University of 
Ife (now Obafemi Awolowo University) and the Univer-
sity of Ibadan, both in Nigeria. Ayo joined Heinemann 
Educational Books (Nigeria) Ltd, now HEBN Publishers 
Plc, in July 1976 and has attended various courses in Pub-
lishing and Management locally and abroad, including 
internships with Heinemann UK. 
   He rose through the ranks before his elevation to the 
position of Managing Director/Chief Executive in Janu-
ary 1995. He was a former Board member of both 
Obafemi Awolowo University Press Ltd and Nigerian 
Educational Research and Development Council 
(NERDC), a former President of the Nigerian Publishers 
Association and Vice-Chairman, African Publishers Net-
work (APNET)- an umbrella organization of national 
publishers associations in 46 African countries. He is cur-
rently on the Council of Management of African Books 
Collective (ABC) based in Oxford, UK - an initiative 
which markets and distributes African publishersõ book to 
Europe and North America. A Fellow of the Nigerian 
Institute of Publishers and an Honorary Fellow of the 
Science Teachers Association of Nigeria (STAN), he is 
also on the Board of Afro-Asian Book Council based in 
New Delhi, India. 
    He has written a number of papers on publishing, edu-
cation, etc., and co-edited a book, Issues in Book Publish-
ing in Nigeria.  
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became publicly owned with 40% shareholding by Nigerians 

while Heinemann Educational Books, UK had 60% of the eq-

uity. But this was reversed with the revised Indigenisation De-

cree of 1977. It became 60% to Nigerians and 40% to HEB, 

UK. The company became fully owned by Nigerians in 2006 

and changed its name from Heinemann Educational Books 

(Nigeria) Plc to HEBN Publishers Plc. 

   The challenges have varied since the company was incorpo-

rated in 1969. The capital base had to be enhanced while the 

Board was constituted with eminent educationists and sea-

soned entrepreneurs to give clear direction to the company. 

The company took off steadily and launched its local publish-

ing programme to produce books relevant to the Nigerian 

situation and curriculum compliant. In this regard, editors, 

artists, marketers, accountants, etc., had to be recruited.  Of 

course, it was difficult to get qualified and ready-made line 

and support staff as publishing was not considered as a pro-

fessional occupation.  There was no institutionalized training 

and what was learnt then was mostly on the job and from ad-

hoc courses and internships in UK parent companies. The 

Nigerian Publishers Association which was formed in 1965 as 

the mouth-piece of publishers later became the rallying point, 

especially for training of young publishers, etc.   

     The African Publishers Network (APNET), the umbrella or-

ganization for national publishers associations in 46 African 

countries also played a prominent role in the training of pub-

lishing personnel, particularly with courses affiliated to se-

lected universities in Ghana, Kenya and South Africa. 

     In spite of the odds, our company has been able to produce 

relevant educational books in Nigerian languages, English and 

French, and general books for leisure reading. One of our titles 

is the outstandingly successful Nigerian Integrated Science 

Project, a junior secondary school integrated science course, 

developed by the Science Teachers Association of Nigeria 

(STAN), a foremost curriculum and professional teachers asso-

ciation in Nigeria. The course is an offshoot of the famous 

Scottish Integrated Science Project, and a precursor of the 

Caribbean Integrated Science Project and Boleswa 

(Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland) Integrated Science Pro-

ject. Our books with international appeal are distributed in 

Europe and America by African Books Collective (ABC), a co-

operative initiative by African publishers based in Oxford, UK. 

    There are, of course, challenges that have beset the Nige-

rian publishing industry generally, i.e. inconsistent fiscal and 

educational policies, by government, piracy (which has wors-

ened in the last decade), reliance on importation of printing 

paper and coverboard, etc. The National Book Policy which will 

make books affordable and available in the right quantity, 

quality and variety is yet to be passed into law. 
 

How do you see the publishing market in Nigeria now for edu-

cational books and literature? Is the credit crunch affecting 

your business and how do you see the future in the light of the 

recent global economic events? 
 

The publishing market is òthriving moreó in the area of educa-

tional textbooks.  The reform of the government in the educa-

tion sector, and especially with the implementation of  the 

Universal Basic Education (UBE) Programme which makes it 

compulsory for children from age 6 to be in school for at least 

9 years, the Federal, State and Local Governments are inter-

vening in the education sector by building infrastructures, 

training teachers and providing books and other instructional 

materials for pupils in schools and colleges. This, coupled with 

some 25 million pupils in primary schools, 6 million in secon-

dary schools and nearly 3 million in 95 universities, over 158 

polytechnics, monotechnics, colleges of education and other 

tertiary institutions has had a positive impact on the publish-

ing industry.  While piracy and photocopying have not allowed 

publishers to reach the market they have hoped for, it is a 

good development that Reproduction Rights Society of Nigeria 

(REPRONIG) has been licensed to collect remunerations for 

authors, publishers, etc., from the exploitation of their works 

through photocopying. 

     However, the revision of the curriculum in line with the UBE 

programme and the recent revision of the senior secondary 

school curriculum have posed great challenges as textbooks 

at these levels have to be revised in line with the new sylla-

buses. 

    As far as literary books go, the story is different.  With a low 

purchasing power, parents (who themselves hardly ever read) 

would rather buy school texts for their children than supple-

mentary readers. Also, there is the poor reading culture which 

government is trying to reverse. Children would prefer to 

watch TV, or play a video game than read. Literary texts do not 

do so well, especially poetry and drama. However, prescribed 

literary books for examinations, etc., do reasonably well. 

   The credit crunch has not helped matters. We were operat-

ing in an economic environment that was not perfect but was 

at the least bearable. That is gone. In mid-1986, we started 

with the Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) instituted to 

òreturn the economy to the path of growthó. The present credit 

crunch for us is a continuation of SAP. Our economy is over 

90% based on crude oil. With the fall in global oil price, the 

government revenue has plummeted and there has been a 

consequent drop in the demand for education and book sup-

ply. The value of our local currency has also dropped heavily 

against the dollar and other foreign currencies, thus making 

importation of books, paper and coverboard, printing machin-

eries, ink, etc., more expensive. 

     Nevertheless, the future can be bright if governmentõs ef-

forts to diversify the economy and hope that Nigeria will be 

one of the worldõs 20 leading economies by 2020 are pursued 

honestly and vigorously. 
 

Could you tell us about some upcoming new writers in Nigeria 

writing in English? How difficult is it for new writers to get pub-

lished in Nigeria at the moment and considering the cultural 

specificity of Nigeria how difficult is it for women writers to 

publish their work?               

                                                                   (Continued on page 6)  

We have a new generation of writers in all the genres of litera-

Asia Zgadzaj (PSA web-officer) and Ayo Ojeniyi in London, March 

2009. 


